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GAO w i l l  n o t  r e o p e n  a protest  f i l e  C losed  
b e c a u s e  more t h a n  7 work ing  a a y s  l a p s e d  
a f t e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  report was 
r e c e i v e d  ( o n  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  d u e  d a t e )  b e f o r e  
t h e  protester  communicated t o  GAO t h a t  i t  
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  a g e n c y  report. GAO's 
acknowledgment  o f  t h e  p ro tes t  g a v e  n o t i c e  
t h a t  t h e  protest f i l e  would be  closed i n  
t h a t  e v e n t  and  r e o p e n i n g  t h e  f i l e  would b e  
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e x p e d i t i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  p ro tes t .  

The Communica t ions  Network (TCN) r e q u e s t s  t h a t  w e  
r e o p e n  t h e  f i l e  o n  i t s  protest  u n a e r  r e q u e s t  f o r  q u o t a -  
t i o n s  N o .  A-85-17 i s s u e d  by t h e  Depar tmen t  of t h e  
T r e a s u r y .  

he w i l l  n o t  r e o p e n  t h e  f i l e .  

ke  o r i g n a l l y  d i s m i s s e d  TCN's p ro tes t  b e c a u s e  w e  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  agency 's  report on t h e  s c h e d u l e d  
d u e  d a t e ,  J u n e  26, 1985,  and  w e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any  
communica t ion  f rom TCN r e g a r d i n g  t h e  protest  w i t h i n  7 
working  a a y s  t h e r e a f t e r  ( l e e . ,  - by J u l y  8 ) .  - S e e  B i d  
Protest  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  4 C.F.R. S 21.3(e)  ( 1 9 8 5 ) .  The 
R e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t h e  p ro tes te r ' s  f a i l u r e  to  
r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  report w i t h i n  t h e  7-day period w i l l  r e s u l t  
i n  o u r  d i smissa l  of t h e  protest .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  o u r  
acknowledgment  n o t i c e  s e n t  t o  TCN a f t e r  i t s  protest  was 
f i l e d  stated t h a t  t h e  report s h o u l d  be r e c e i v e d  by 
J u n e  26 ,  1985,  t h a t  TCN s h o u l d  p r o m p t l y  n o t i f y  o u r  O f f i c e  
if it  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  report ,  and t h a t  u n l e s s  w e  h e a r d  
f r o m  TCN, w e  would assume t h a t  i t  r e c e i v e d  a copy of t h e  
report  when w e  r e c e i v e d  o u r s .  

TCN s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  
report. However, TCN acknowledges  t h a t  i t  made no attempt 
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to notify us within 7 days after the scheduled due date 
for the agency report of this fact. TCN states that in a 
previous protest, a contracting agency took 2-1/2 months 
to file a report, and consequently, TCN argues that it haa 
no reason to inquire about the report since only 25 days 
had elapsed since the protest was filed. 

The earlier protest to which TCN refers, - The 
Communications Network, 23-215902, Dec. 3, 1984, 84-2 CPL) 
11 609, was not subject to the requirements of the Competi- 
tion in Contracting Act of 1984 (CICA), ana does not 
provide relevant precedent here. Under CICA, our Office 
generally must issue a final decision within 90 working 
days after a protest is filed, while the contracting 
agency, except in limited circumstances not found here, is 
required to file its report within 25 days after it 
receives notification of the protest. 31 U.S.C. S9 3553 
and 3554, as added by CICA, Pub. L. No. 98-369, S 2741, 
98 Stat. 1175, 1199 (1984). The 7-day response 
requirement contained in our Regulations is designed to 
prevent protesters from idly awaiting tne report for an 
indefinite time to the detriment of the protest system, as 
well as our ability to resolve protests expeditiously as 
requirea by CICA. -See - Dei-Jen,- 1nc.--Reconsideration, 
B-21813b.3, June 10, 1985, 85-1 CPL) 11 659 at 2. 

Since TCh did not comply with the Regulations, our 
prior dismissal is affirmed. 

General Counsel 


